are known as the 'King of aquatic systems ' (Langer et al., 2001; Dhillon, 2004) and comprise
104
one of the primary groups of fish targeted by recreational fishers (Cooke et al., in press ).
105
Indeed, the little information that is available on Indian mahseer populations has largely 106 originated from, or is related to, the recreational angling community (e.g. Thomas, 1873; 107 MacDonald, 1948; Trans World Fishing Team, 1984; Dhillon, 2004; Everard and Kataria, 108 2011; Pinder and Raghavan, 2013) . 21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 F o r P e e r R e v i e w 6 the recreational fishing sector has played an integral part in the conservation and management
115
of mahseers through such activities as the implementation of compulsory catch-and-release 116 (C&R), stock augmentation, stock protection and, in some cases, the maintenance of catch 117 log books (Everard and Kataria, 2011; Pinder and Raghavan, 2013; Cooke et al., in press ).
118
Nevertheless, despite recreational fishers and fishery managers having been previously 119 identified as a potentially valuable source of data, there are, to date, no previous efforts to 120 exploit these catch log-books. Consequently, in this study, catch log-book data from the 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

133
The Cauvery (basin area of 87900 km 2 ) (De Silva et al., 2007 ) is a major east flowing 134 river draining the Western Ghats, an exceptional area of freshwater biodiversity and 135 endemism in peninsular India (Molur et al., 2011) . The Cauvery and its tributaries comprise 136 one of the two (the other being the Himalayan Ganges) river systems where C&R angling for 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 
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RESULTS
202
Annual median CPUE increased over the period, although the within-year variability of 203 the data was considerable (Fig. 2) . The linear mixed models were significant for both catch Over the study period, the mean weight of fish captured by anglers significantly decreased
211
(ANOVA, F 12,251 = 7.41, P < 0.01), with Tukey's post-hoc tests revealing that the differences clearly demonstrate a natural and indeed significant increase in mahseer population size.
316
However, qualifying the efficacy of the C&R management and stock protection programme 317 in driving the observed increase in fish biomass remains constrained by a lack comparative 318 empirical data from control sites, which were not afforded protection over the same period.
319
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